
United States District Court  
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

 X
:
:
X

IN RE �Gates v. Rohm and Haas, ET AL. No. 06-1743

If you lived in McCullom Lake Village, McHenry County, Illinois  
for a year between January 1, 1968 and December 31, 2002,  

or owned property there on or after April 25, 2006,  
you may be eligible to receive benefits from  

a partial class action settlement. 

A federal court authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

•	 �If approved, the settlement will provide a settlement fund of $1,400,000 to pay medical monitoring claims made 
by those who lived in McCullom Lake Village for a period of 1 year at any time between January 1, 1968 and 
December 31, 2002. 

•	 �If approved, the settlement will also provide a settlement fund of $100,000 to pay property damage claims made 
by those who held an ownership interest in property located in McCullom Lake Village on or after April 25, 
2006. 

•	 Your legal rights are affected whether you act or don’t act. Read this notice carefully. 

Your Legal Rights and Options in this Settlement

Submit A Claim Form The only way to get a payment.

Exclude Yourself Get no payment. This is the only option that allows you to ever be part of any 
other lawsuit against Modine Manufacturing Company about the legal claims 
in this case. 

Object Write to the Court about why you don’t like the settlement.

Go To A Hearing Ask to speak in Court about the fairness of the settlement.

Do Nothing Get no payment. Give up rights.

•	 These rights and options—and the deadlines to exercise them—are explained in this notice. 

•	 �The Court in charge of this case still has to decide whether to approve the settlement. Payments will be made if 
the Court approves the settlement and after any appeals are resolved. Please be patient. 

What This Notice Contains
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Basic Information 

1. 	Why did I get this notice package? 

You may have owned a home or other property located in McCullom Lake Village, McHenry County, Illinois, on or 
after April 25, 2006, or you may have lived within McCullom Lake Village for one year or more in total (whether 
consecutively or not) during the time period from January 1, 1968 to December 31, 2002. 

The Court sent you this notice because you have a right to know about a proposed partial settlement of an 
asserted class action lawsuit, and about your options, before the Court decides whether to approve the settle-
ment. If the Court approves it, and after any objections and appeals are resolved, the payments that the settle-
ment allows will be made. You will be informed of the progress of the settlement. 

This package explains the asserted class action lawsuit, the partial settlement, your legal rights, what benefits 
may be available, who is eligible to receive them, and how to get them. 

The Court in charge of the lawsuit is the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
and the case is known as Gates v. Rohm and Haas, et al., No. 06-1743 (hereinafter called the “Gates Litigation”). 
The people who sued are called Plaintiffs. Plaintiffs sued Modine Manufacturing Company (“Modine”), Rohm & 
Haas Company, Rohm & Haas Chemicals LLC, and Morton International, Inc. The settlement discussed in this 
notice only relates to Plaintiffs’ claims against Modine. Plaintiffs’ claims in the Gates lawsuit against the other 
companies will not be resolved by this settlement, and the lawsuit will continue as to those companies. 

2. 	What is this lawsuit about? 

The lawsuit claims that the defendant companies engaged in activities that caused certain chemicals to be 
released into the air and water around McCullom Lake Village, and that exposure to such chemicals increases 
the risk of developing brain tumors for those who lived in the Village during a certain period of time. The lawsuit 
also claims that the alleged contamination caused damage to properties in McCullom Lake Village for those who 
lived in the Village for a certain time period. Based on those claims, Plaintiffs are seeking to create a fund so 
that individuals who may have been exposed can receive medical testing for brain tumors, and so that people 
who owned property in McCullom Lake Village during a certain time period can recover a payment for property 
damage they may have suffered. 

Plaintiffs in the lawsuit have acknowledged, however, that they have not identified any link between Modine 
and the alleged contamination of groundwater in McCullom Lake Village, and Modine has denied the allegations 
against it in the Lawsuit. The settlement is not an admission of wrong-doing or an indication that any law was 
violated by Modine. 

3. 	Why is this a class action? 

In a class action, one or more people, called Class Representatives (in this case, Glenn and Donna Gates), sue 
on behalf of people who have similar claims. If the requirements for a class action are met, the people who have 
claims similar to those of the Class Representatives are a Class, or Class Members. 

Here, the Court has not yet determined whether this case can proceed as a class action for all purposes. How-
ever, the Court has determined that the case may proceed as a settlement class action with respect to the Class 
settlement agreement with one of the defendants, Modine. The Court’s approval of the settlement with Modine 
will resolve the issues for all Class Members for their claims against the “Modine Released Parties,” which are 
Modine and its present, former and future parents, partners, subsidiaries, divisions, affiliates, stockholders, and 
insurers, and each of their respective officers, directors, employees, agents, and any of their legal representa-
tives (and the predecessors, successors, heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns of each of the foregoing, 
collectively or individually). The settlement will not resolve any claims against other defendants in the Gates 
lawsuit. 

4. 	Why is there a settlement? 

The Court did not decide in favor of Plaintiffs on any of their claims against Modine or any other defendant. 
Instead, Modine and the Plaintiffs agreed to a settlement. Modine has contested the Plaintiffs’ claims, but both 
sides wish to avoid the costs and risks of litigating the claims against Modine. The Class Representatives think 
the settlement of the claims against Modine is best for everyone, and if the settlement is approved, the people 



4

affected will get compensation from Modine while still retaining the right to demand further payment and relief 
from persons and entities other than the Modine Released Parties. 

Who Is In The Settlement 

To see if you are eligible for funds for medical testing and/or money for damage to your property from this settle-
ment if it is approved, you first have to determine if you are a Class Member. 

5. 	How do I know if I am part of the settlement? 

The settlement offers payment for two groups of people. You might belong to one or both groups. 

You must have three qualifications to be part of the Medical Monitoring Settlement Class. First, you must have 
lived within McCullom Lake Village for one year or more in total (whether consecutively or not) during the time 
period from January 1, 1968 to December 31, 2002. Second, you must not have been diagnosed with a brain 
tumor as of January 18, 2008. Third, you must not have filed a personal injury claim arising out of exposure to 
chlorinated solvents as of January 18, 2008. 

You must have three qualifications to be part of the Property Damage Settlement Class. First, you must have 
held an ownership interest in a home or other property located in McCullom Lake Village, McHenry County, 
Illinois, on or after April 25, 2006. Second, you must not have been diagnosed with a brain tumor as of January 
18, 2008. Third, you must not have filed a personal injury claim arising out of exposure to chlorinated solvents 
as of January 18, 2008. 

6. 	If I have been diagnosed with a brain tumor, or if I already filed a personal injury lawsuit for exposure to 
chlorinated solvents in McCullom Lake Village, am I included? 

No. If you have been diagnosed with a brain tumor as of January 18, 2008, or if you already filed a personal injury 
lawsuit complaining of exposure to chlorinated solvents in McCullom Lake Village, you are not part of either of 
the settlement classes. 

7. 	What if I’m still not sure whether I’m included? 

If you are still not sure whether you are included in the Medical Monitoring Settlement Class, the Property 
Damage Settlement Class, or both settlement classes, you can ask for free help. You can call 1-800-528-7199 
to speak to the Claims Administrator. You can also visit the website, www.mccullomlakesettlement.com or  
www.hrsclaimsadministration.com or you can fill out and return the claim form described on page 5, to see if 
you qualify. 

The Settlement Benefits—What You Get If The Settlement Is Approved 

If the settlement is finally approved, Modine has agreed to create a compensation fund of $1,400,000 for the Medi-
cal Monitoring Settlement Class, and a settlement fund of $100,000 for the Property Damage Settlement Class. 

8. 	What can I get from the settlement? 

If you are a member of the Medical Monitoring Settlement Class and make a claim on time, and if the settlement is 
approved, you will receive a maximum of $1,400 per person for an MRI or other appropriate screening or test. 

If you are a member of the Property Damage Settlement Class and make a claim on time, and if the settlement is 
approved, you will receive your share of a maximum payment of $1,000 as to each property in which you held 
an ownership interest. 

If, after everyone sends in claim forms, the Medical Monitoring Settlement Class claims total more than $1,400,000, 
the payments to each Medical Monitoring Settlement Class Member will be reduced. If the Property Damage 
Settlement Class claims total more than $100,000, the payments will be reduced. 

9. 	What if I get sick in the future? 

If you are a member of the Medical Monitoring Settlement Class and/or the Property Damage Settlement Class, you 
must send in a claim form now, or you will not be able to receive the payments offered under this settlement. 

If, in the future, it is determined that you have a brain tumor, and you believe that the cause of the condition was 
exposure to contaminants in McCullom Lake Village, you are not bound by the settlement for any such claims. 
This means that you could pursue a future claim of that type separately from this settlement. 
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How You Get A Payment—Submitting A Claim Form 

10. 	How can I get a payment? 

To qualify for a Medical Monitoring settlement payment, you must send in a Medical Monitoring claim form. To 
qualify for a Property Damage settlement payment, you must send in a Property Damage claim form. A Medical 
Monitoring claim form and a Property Damage claim form are attached to this Notice. You can also get claim 
forms on the Internet at www.mccullomlakesettlement.com or www.hrsclaimsadministration.com.

For a Property Damage Claim, you must provide proof that you owned property in McCullom Lake Village on or 
after April 25, 2006. You may be asked for additional documentation. 

For any claims that you make, read the instructions on the claim form carefully, fill out the form as directed, 
and include all the documents and information that the form asks for. You must fully complete the form for each 
claim you make and sign it, and mail it postmarked no later than July 24, 2008. Claims that are submitted after 
that date will not be paid. 

11.		 When would I get my payment? 

The Court will hold a hearing on June 24, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. to decide whether to approve the settlement. And 
even if the Court approves the settlement after that, there may be appeals. It is always uncertain whether these 
appeals can be resolved, and resolving them can take time, perhaps more than a year. Everyone who sends in a 
claim form will be informed of the progress of the settlement. Please be patient. 

12.		 What am I giving up to get a payment or stay in the Class? 

Unless you exclude yourself, you are staying in the Class, and that means that you can’t sue, continue to sue, or 
be part of any other lawsuit against the Modine Released Parties about the legal issues in this case. It also means 
that all the Court’s orders about the settlement will apply to you and legally bind you. If you sign the claim form, 
you will agree to a “release of Claims,” a copy of which is attached to this Notice, which describes exactly the 
legal claims that you give up if you get settlement benefits. 

However, you will not give up any claims that you have against the other defendants in the lawsuit who are 
alleged to have contaminated the air and ground water in McCullom Lake Village. You also will not give up claims 
you may have in the future for personal injury if you are diagnosed with a medical condition and believe that the 
condition was caused by contamination of the air or ground water at McCullom Lake. 

Excluding Yourself From The Settlement 

If you don’t want a payment from this settlement, but you want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue 
Modine, on your own, about the legal issues in the case, then you must take steps to get out. This is called 
excluding yourself, and is sometimes referred to as opting out of the settlement Class. 

13.		 How do I get out of the settlement? 

To exclude yourself from the settlement, you must send a letter by mail saying that you want to be excluded from 
the settlement with Modine in the Gates v. Rohm and Haas, et al. lawsuit. Be sure to include your name, address, 
telephone number, and your signature. You must mail your exclusion request postmarked no later than May 19, 
2008 to: 

McCullom Lake Settlement  
c/o Heffler Radetich & Saitta LLP 

P.O. Box 58205 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-8205

You cannot exclude yourself by telephone or by e-mail. If you ask to be excluded, you will not get any settlement 
payment, and you cannot object to the settlement. You will not be legally bound by the settlement. You may be 
able to sue Modine in the future. 

14.		 If I don’t exclude myself, can I sue Modine for the same thing later? 

No. Unless you exclude yourself, you give up the right to sue the Modine Released Parties for the claims that 
this settlement resolves. If you have a pending lawsuit, speak to your lawyer in that lawsuit immediately. If you 
meet the definition for the Medical Monitoring Settlement Class or the Property Damage Settlement Class, you 
must exclude yourself to continue your own lawsuit. Remember, the exclusion deadline is May 19, 2008. And, 
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remember that the settlement does not affect any claims that you may have against entities other than the 
Modine Released Parties, such as the defendants in the Gates litigation who are not part of the Settlement. 

15.		 If I exclude myself, can I get money from this settlement? 

No. If you exclude yourself, do not send in a claim form to ask for any money. But, you may sue, continue to 
sue, or be part of a different lawsuit against Modine, and you may still proceed with claims against the other 
defendants in the Gates litigation. 

The Lawyers Representing You

16. 	Do I have a lawyer in this case? 

Aaron Freiwald and the law firm, Layser & Freiwald, P.C. are counsel for Plaintiffs and have been preliminarily 
approved as counsel for members of the Medical Monitoring Settlement Class and the Property Damage Settle-
ment Class. Those lawyers are called Class Counsel, and they represent you if you are a member of the Class. 
You will not be charged for these lawyers. If you want to be represented by a different lawyer of your own, you 
may hire one at your own expense. 

17. 	 How will the lawyers be paid? 

Class Counsel will ask the Court for attorneys’ fees and expenses and costs to administer the settlement, up to 
$500,000. From the award of attorney fees, Class Counsel will also ask the Court to approve a payment of $1,000 
each to the Class Representatives, Glenn and Donna Gates. The Court may award less than these amounts. 
Modine will pay the fees and expenses that the Court awards, up to the limits set forth here. Those payments 
will not come from the settlement fund for the Medical Monitoring claims or the settlement fund for the Property 
Damage claims discussed at p. 4 of this notice. 

Objecting To The Settlement 

You can tell the Court that you don’t agree with the settlement or some part of it. 

18.		 How do I tell the Court that I don’t like the settlement? 

If you are a member of the settlement class, and you don’t like a part of the settlement that applies to you, 
you can object to the settlement. You can give reasons why you think the Court should not approve it. The 
Court will consider your views. To object, you must file a written objection with the Court and provide copies 
of your objection to counsel for the parties. Specific instructions for making an objection are included in part 
VII of the Settlement Agreement, which you can access on the website www.mccullomlakesettlement.com or  
www.hrsclaimsadministration.com.

Be sure to include your name, address, telephone number, your signature, and the reasons you object to the 
settlement. Mail the objection to these three different places, postmarked no later than May 19, 2008. 

COURT CLASS COUNSEL Modine COUNSEL

Clerk of the Court
United States District Court 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania
601 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Aaron J. Freiwald 
Layser & Freiwald, P.C. 
1500 Walnut Street, 18th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Albert G. Bixler, Esquire
Eckert Seamans
Two Liberty Place
50 South 16th St., 22nd Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102

If your objection is late, it will not be considered. 

19.		 What’s the difference between objecting and excluding? 

Objecting is simply telling the Court that you don’t like something about the settlement. You can object only if 
you stay in the Class. Excluding yourself is telling the Court that you don’t want to be part of the Class. If you 
exclude yourself, you have no basis to object because the settlement does not affect you. 

The Court’s Fairness Hearing 
The Court will hold a hearing to decide whether to approve the settlement. You may attend and you may ask to 
speak, but you don’t have to. 
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20.		 When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the settlement? 

The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing at 10:00 a.m. on June 24, 2008, at the United States District Court for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, in Courtroom 5118. At this hearing, the Court will consider whether the settle-
ment is fair, reasonable, and adequate. If there are objections, the Court will consider them. The Judge will listen 
to people who have asked to speak at the hearing. The Court may also decide how much to pay Class Counsel. 
After the hearing, the Court will decide whether to approve the settlement. We do not know how long these 
decisions will take. 

21.		 Do I have to come to the hearing? 

No. Class Counsel will answer questions the Court may have. But, you are welcome to come at your own expense. 
If you send an objection, you don’t have to come to Court to talk about it. As long as you mailed your written 
objection on time, the Court will consider it. You may also pay your own lawyer to attend if you have decided to 
hire one, but it is not necessary. 

22.		  May I speak at the hearing? 

You may ask the Court for permission to speak at the Fairness Hearing. Any person who follows the instructions 
for making an objection to the Settlement, as discussed in Paragraph 18 of this Notice, may ask for permission 
to speak at the Hearing. 

You cannot speak at the hearing if you excluded yourself. 

If You Do Nothing 

23.		  What happens if I do nothing at all? 

If you do nothing, you will get no money from the settlement, and you will not be able to sue the Modine Released 
Parties for the claims resolved by the settlement. But, you will still be able to sue other parties or entities, includ-
ing the defendants in the Gates lawsuit other than Modine. 

Getting More Information 

24.		 Are there more details about the settlement? 

This notice summarizes the proposed settlement. More details are in a Settlement Agreement. You can get a  
copy of the Settlement Agreement by writing to the Claims Administrator at McCullom Lake Settlement,  
c/o Heffler Radetich & Saitta LLP, P.O. Box 58205, Philadelphia, PA 19102-8205, or by visiting the website  
www.mccullomlakesettlement.com or www.hrsclaimsadministration.com. The Settlement Agreement is also on 
file with the Court in the Gates lawsuit and can be examined or copied during regular business hours at the office 
of the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 

25. 	How do I get more information? 

You can call 1-800-528-7199 toll free, write to McCullom Lake Settlement, c/o Heffler Radetich & Saitta LLP, 
P.O. Box 58205, Philadelphia, PA 19102-8205, or visit the website www.mccullomlakesettlement.com or  
www.hrsclaimsadministration.com, where you will find answers to common questions about the settlement, a 
claim form, the Settlement Agreement, and other information to help you determine whether you are a Class 
Member, whether you are eligible for payment, and how to submit a claim. 
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United States District Court  
for the Easter District of Pennsylvania

 X
:
:
X

IN RE �Gates v. Rohm and Haas, ET AL. No. 06-1743

Medical Monitoring Claim Form
	 I wish to receive a credit or payment up to a maximum of $1,400.00 or pro rata share thereof toward an MRI or 
other screening or test, subject to the terms and limitations set forth in the proposed Class Action Settlement. 

	 I have lived in McCullom Lake Village for more than one year total during the time period from January 1, 1968 to 
December 31, 2002. 

	 My contact information is: 

Name (First, Middle, Last):

1222222222222222222222222222222222223
Mailing Address:

1222222222222222222222222222222222223
Street Address or P.O. Box	 Room/Suite Number

1222222222222222222
City

12 
State or Province

12222 – 1222
Zip Code or Postal Code

12222222222222222
Foreign Province

12222222222222222
Foreign Country

123  123 –1223	 123  123 –1223	 123  123 –1223
Area Code      Telephone Number (Work)	 Area Code      Telephone Number (Home)	 Area Code      Fax Number

1222222222222222222222222222222222223
E-Mail Address (if any)

NOTICES: By signing this form, you acknowledge that the Settlement Agreement for the settlement 
under which you are making a claim has been made available for your review on the website  
www.mccullomlakesettlement.com or www.hrsclaimsadministration.com and/or by calling the Claims 
Administrator at 1-800-528-7199. You further agree that by signing this form, you accept that the 
Release set forth in Part XIV of that Settlement Agreement applies to you and that you will be bound 
by its terms. 

	 Any rights or payments made in respect to this provision shall insure solely to the benefit to you, and are not 
transferable or assignable to others, e.g., third party payors. By its entry into this Settlement Agreement, Modine 
does not take any position as to whether Settlement Class Members should undertake medical monitoring or screen-
ing procedures, but does encourage Settlement Class Members to consult with their treating provider. 

	 Finally, by signing this form, you further agree that you hereby release the Modine Released Parties as set forth 
in the Settlement Agreement from any harm or injury associated with or thought to be in any way related to such pro-
cedures, including without limitation harm caused by the procedure itself, the interpretation or mis-interpretation of 
the results, and any and all medical care or treatment provided or not provided in connection with such procedures 
or as a result of such procedures. 

	 I declare that the above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief, and that I under-
stand and accept the foregoing releases: 

	 Signature: 

	 You should deliver this form to the Claims Administrator on or before July 24, 2008. 

McCullom Lake Settlement  
c/o Heffler Radetich & Saitta LLP 

P.O. Box 58205 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-8205 

	 If you have any questions, you may call the Claims Administrator at 1-800-528-7199. 

	 REMINDER: This form must be received on or before July 24, 2008, or you will not be eligible to recover settle-
ment funds under the proposed Settlement. For more information, see the Official Notice of Class Action Settlement. 

	 After delivering this form to the Claims Administrator, you will be contacted by the Claims Administrator for 
further information regarding the terms and conditions applicable to payment of your claim. 
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United States District Court  
for the Easter District of Pennsylvania

 X
:
:
X

IN RE �Gates v. Rohm and Haas, ET AL. No. 06-1743

PROPERTY DAMAGE Claim Form

	 I wish to receive my payment, up to a maximum amount of $1,000 (or pro rata share thereof) under the proposed 
Class Action Settlement. 

	 I have held an ownership interest in the following property or properties located within McCullom Lake Village 
at a point in time from April 25, 2006 to the present.

	 I have attached proof of ownership at the following property or properties. 

	 My contact information is: 

Name (First, Middle, Last):

1222222222222222222222222222222222223
Mailing Address:

1222222222222222222222222222222222223
Street Address or P.O. Box	 Room/Suite Number

1222222222222222222
City

12 
State or Province

12222 – 1222
Zip Code or Postal Code

12222222222222222
Foreign Province

12222222222222222
Foreign Country

123  123 –1223	 123  123 –1223	 123  123 –1223
Area Code      Telephone Number (Work)	 Area Code      Telephone Number (Home)	 Area Code      Fax Number

1222222222222222222222222222222222223
E-Mail Address (if any)

NOTICE: By signing this form, you acknowledge that the Settlement Agreement for the settlement 
under which you are making a claim has been made available for your review on the website  
www.mccullomlakesettlement.com or www.hrsclaimsadministration.com and/or by calling the Claims 
Administrator at 1-800-528-7199. You further agree that by signing this form, you accept that the 
Release set forth in Part XIV of that Settlement Agreement applies to you and that you will be bound 
by its terms. 

	 I declare that the above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief, and that I under-
stand and accept the foregoing release: 

	 Signature: 

	 You should deliver this form to the Claims Administrator on or before July 24, 2008. Failure to do so will result in  
rejection of your claim.

McCullom Lake Settlement  
c/o Heffler Radetich & Saitta LLP 

P.O. Box 58205 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-8205 

	 If you have any questions, you may call the Claims Administrator at 1-800-528-7199. 

	 REMINDER: This form must be received on or before July 24, 2008, or you will not be eligible to recover settle-
ment funds under the proposed Settlement. For more information, see the Official Notice of Class Action Settlement. 

	 After delivering this form to the Claims Administrator, you will be contacted by the Claims Administrator for 
further information regarding the terms and conditions applicable to payment of your claim. 
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First Class Mail

Please Forward — Important Legal Notice

Claims Administrator
McCullom Lake Settlement  
c/o Heffler Radetich & Saitta LLP 
P.O. Box 58205 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-8205 


